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Tipp City Area Community Foundations

Message from  
the President

Dear Neighbors,

Thank you for taking time to review our 2012 Annual Report.  
Since 1943, our donors have taken a personal interest in the future 
of our community by giving generously to the Tipp City Area Com-
munity Foundations.  

In 2012, the Foundations awarded over $67,000 in grants to or-
ganizations in Tipp City, Monroe Township and Bethel Township.  
Through the generosity of our donors, we have been able to touch 
the lives of thousands of people… and this year even a few horses.

As you read the stories of how our donors have been able to “Make 
It Personal” by creating funds that reflect their passion for helping 
others, I hope you will consider using the Foundations to create 
your own personal legacy. 

Jim Ranft
President
Tipp City Area Community Foundations 

P.S. 
Online donations can now be made at our newly updated 
website: www.tippfoundation.org
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EDUCATION

Bethel Local Schools, $1,000, packs up the 5th 
graders and helps to send them on an adventure 
at Camp Kern in Oregonia, Ohio. The grown-ups 
think the students are being sent to learn about na-
ture. The students think they are being sent to have 
fun. The Foundations think that both the grown-ups 
and the students are right!

$776.83, supports kindergarten through 3rd grade 
students with the purchase of Animal Tales and Crit-
ter Chronicles.  This set of science books is made 
possible through the generous support of the Radle 
Family Fund for Science Education.

$260, purchases leveled books for the elementary 
library that build upon a series already collected.

$200, jump-starts the 7th – 12th grade library’s 
Read-Alike book project, a program that provides 
book topics similar to ones being assigned in the 
classroom.

Child Care Choices, $2,000, purchases books for 
the Story Lady, an educator who will make more 
than 135 visits to childcare centers and home 
childcare providers in the school year.  2012’s 
emphasis is “How Does it Work?” and explores the 
scientific process behind what happens when force 
meets matter in the physical world, the body and in 
the outdoors.

Tipp City Exempted Village Schools, $4,000, 
enriches the science and social studies curricu-
lum for 1st grade students through inquiry-based 
learning.  Opportunities for students to go beyond 
the State standards and experience live, hands-on 
learning arise with visits to destinations like Carrillon 
Park and visits from learning forums like Discovery 
Museum. 

$3,100, see full description of the 5th grade Camp 
Kern experience above in the Bethel Local Schools 
listing.

$3,000, supports the new initiative creating an In-
School Suspension program as an alternative to the 
preceding Out-Of-School Suspension. Specifically, 
this grant will support the hiring of a teacher’s aide 
who will assist a certified teacher in overseeing the 
students.  This program will be for Middle School 
and High School students.

$1,788.98, opens doors to the ancient world of 
legends with the purchase of mythology books for 
4th grade students

$1,744, sparks the imagination and curiosity of the 
3rd grade students with a trip to Ohio Caverns.

$1,296, rich in Ohio history, the Garst Museum in 
Greenville educates 4th grade students on topics 
such as Native Americans, the Treaty of Greenville, 
and Annie Oakley during this field trip.

Giving Back
Communities evolve. The needs of its citizens change. Responding to those needs,  
today and in the future, is the challenge of the Tipp City Area Community Foundations’  
grantmaking efforts. 

Since 1943… 

The Tipp City Area  

Community Foundations’ 

mission is to serve and  

support the charitable  

needs of Tipp City,  

Monroe Township and  

Bethel Township through 

grantmaking.
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Typically, grants fall into six broad categories. Here is the list of those categories and the grants made in them. They reflect the social 
hurdles that the community has faced during the recent economic downturn of our country.

As of December 31, 2012, more than $1,679,013 has been awarded in our community in the form of discretionary grants since 1943!

The following discretionary grants total $67,170.31. 



Tipp City Area Community Foundationi Tipp City Area Community Foundations

$1,472.08, pays expenses related to continuing the 
Nonviolent Crisis Intervention training for staff. 

$691.50, buys graphing calculators for Algebra 
II students who enhance their learning in the high 
school Resource Room. When taught in a small 
group setting, students can be more successful with 
this level of mathematics, now a core requirement 
for receiving a diploma.

$500, purchases a one-year subscription to “Dis-
covery Portal”, a search engine that aggregates 

databases specifically chosen to be appropriate for 
school-aged children.

$388, transports 3rd graders back in time with a 
visit to Johnston Farm to see a working canal, lock 
and passenger boat.  This visit puts into perspective 
the early days of Tippecanoe’s own history as a 
canal town founded in 1840.  Our early city was 
a popular stopping-off point for boatmen traveling 
along the Miami and Erie Canal. Development of 
the railroads in the 1850s and 1860s made the 
canals obsolete.

$100, video conferences a live tour of New Or-
leans’ National WW II Museum into the classroom 
of teacher Joe Bellas with a virtual field trip featuring 
D-Day events.

ARTS & CULTURE
Bethel Local Schools, $3,000, leverages donations 
from others with this matching grant for Phase 3 
of the auditorium renovation, which updates stage 
curtains and seating.  Built in 1918, Bethel’s audito-
rium hosts community meetings, theatrical produc-
tions, and concerts.

Community Minded Women, $500 and $500 con-
tinues the custom begun in 1944 of a Tippecanoe 
High School Senior Girls’ Traditional Tea, saluting 
the young women graduating in the Class of 2012 
and Class of 2013.

Dayton Performing Arts Alliance, $2,000, under-
writes the expenses associated with bringing music 
to both Bethel and Tipp City schools.  Specifically, 
students will experience live orchestral performanc-
es, learn about music and musical concepts, and 
have their classroom lessons and learning enriched 
through demonstrations of music’s correlation to 

academic subjects including language arts, history, 
geography, social studies, math and science.

Downtown Tipp City Partnership, $1,513, pur-
chases multiple computer software programs, which 
will help the organization to pursue its mission.  That 
mission is to preserve, energize and promote the 
historic downtown Tipp City area, bringing together 
diverse organizations and individuals with the goal 
of generating more downtown foot traffic and a 
stronger emphasis on historic preservation, business 
development, cooperative promotions, support for 
our charitable organizations and good will and/or 
assistance for our residents.

St. John’s Early Childhood Program, $330, pro-
vides for a visit from the Dayton Philharmonic String 
Quartet.

Tipp City Exempted Village Schools, $2,000, pro-
motes Stagecrafters Summer Theatre Drama Camp, 
giving children a two-week experience working 
both on stage and behind the scenes of a play.  

$1,367.75, exposes 5th grade students to an 
artistic production at the Victoria Theatre. This 
performance is designed to enhance the Ohio 
Department of Education’s academic standards and 
is accompanied by study guides.  

Tipp Monroe Community Services, $500, pur-
chases, repairs and maintains instruments avail-
able through the Band Instruments Program.  These 
instruments are used by children who would not 
otherwise be able to afford to participate in the 
school band.

Tipp City Music Boosters, $2,590, crowns the 
marching Red Devils through the purchase of plumes 
to top off their new band uniforms.  Each year 140 
high school students entertain the community as 
they march in parades and perform during athletic 
events.  In the Fall of 2012, the band brought 
home a Superior rating from statewide high school 
competition.

$2,250, tunes into the needs of the marching band 
with the purchase of an Adams Marimba.  With 
their trip to Disney World coming in the Spring 
2013, this percussion instrument can be bought in 
time for the international audience to enjoy.
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Tipp City Public Library, $820, expands the useful-
ness of the library as a public meeting space by 
installing multimedia equipment in the largest meet-
ing room in the lower level.

Tipp City Veterans Memorial, $1,000, honors 
military men and women of the area with a grant 
toward the purchase of a bronze statue, which will 
be placed in the park at the corner of Hyatt and 
Main Streets.

Tippecanoe Historical Society, $1,000, brings 
photographs out of archived files and puts them on 
display in a new cabinet.  The Museum continues 
to be a teaching place for all generations and is 
staffed solely by volunteers.

SOCIAL SERVICES
Bethel Hope, $1,000 and $388.55, assists citizens 
of Bethel Township and the surrounding areas in 
meeting basic needs during times of critical per-
sonal downturns.

Needy Baskets, $4,884.28, helps this agency 
meet an expanding demand at the Holiday season.  
Specifically, Christmas Baskets will be prepared for 
families that contain the ingredients for a traditional 
Holiday meal.

$1,135.77, helps this agency meet an expanding 
demand.  Their services include food vouchers for 
the elderly, toy and shoe vouchers for children, and 
parcels of food for hungry families.  This grant is 
made possible through the support of the August 
Henke Fund within the Foundations.  

Tipp Monroe Community Services, $2,000, funds 
the Community Relief Program, which provides 
financial assistance for rent, utilities, and prescrip-
tions to individuals in need.  

$500, sponsors the School Supplies Program, 
which provides backpacks and associated school 
supplies for students in need.

RECREATION
Indian Hills 4-H Camp, $500, turns back the toll of 
time wearing away at Cabin 2, a residential build-
ing.  Restoration on the cabin will be performed by 
volunteers from various Miami County 4-H clubs.

Miami County Equine Initiatives Task Force, 
$1,981.05, harnesses teamwork between Tipp 
City Parks Department and the Task Force to bring 
horseback riding trails to the parks.  Specifically, 
this grant supports the purchase of an informa-
tion kiosk, mounting block, hitching rail and other 
amenities that accommodate riders.  This grant was 
awarded though the Warren G. Miltenberger Fund.   
The Fund’s focus is to support the out-of-doors that 
Warren held dear through the acquisition, upkeep, 
maintenance, and preservation of public parkland 
or other natural areas. 

Tipp City Enrichment Program, $2,740, enhances 
the summer activities offered to the children who at-
tend this extended care program.  Children from kin-
dergarten through 6th grade will explore places like 
COSI and Ohio Caverns thanks to this program, 
which offers support to working parents.

Tipp City Exempted Village Schools, $500 and 
$500 supports the parent-led Tippecanoe High 
School After Prom, which offers an alcohol- and 
drug-free environment for THS prom attendees in the 
Spring of 2012 and 2013.
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$608.39, adds additional bike racks for Middle 
School and L. T. Ball students who are increasingly 
riding to school.  Biking increased noticeably after 
the bus routes were changed in the Fall of 2012.

$210, purchases chess clocks for the high school 
chess team in time for the group to host the Tony 
Mantia Challenge, which is open to all students.

4

Tipp Monroe Swim Team, $1,000, underwrites the 
purchase of an electronic timing system, which will 
synchronize with the scoring software and a clock.  
Since 1982, the coaches of the Tipp Torpedoes 
have developed swimmers to reach nationally 
recognized levels.

PUBLIC HEALTH
Tipp City Church of the Nazarene, $2,500, launch-
es a new initiative called “The Backpack Program”.  
A collaboration between the Church and Tipp City 
Schools, the program identifies children who exhibit 
ongoing behavioral, physical or academic symp-
toms of chronic hunger and provide food to them 
to take home after school on Friday to sustain them 
through the weekend.  There are anticipated to be 
at least 40 children living among us in Tipp City 
who go hungry each weekend for various reasons.  
Chronic hunger debilitates a child’s school perfor-
mance and physical growth.  Hats off to the Church 
for identifying this need and finding a short-term 
solution for these children.

Tipp City Exempted 
Village Schools, 
$1,000, invigorates 
the annual high 
school Wellness 
Week program 
by helping to 
underwrite the 
visit of nationally 
known motivational 
speaker Judson 
Laipply.  Ohio-born 
Laipply is known 
for his viral YouTube 
video “Evolution of 
Dance”, which has 
over 190 million 
hits.  Weaving the 
energy of dance into his presentation, he will speak 
on the topic of the importance of making good 
choices.

Tipp Monroe Community Services, $500, supports 
the Eyeglasses Program, which provides one free 
eye exam and a free pair of eyeglasses per year to 
people in need.

$300, aids the Diaper and Formula Fund, an 
emergency program that assists families with small 
children.

ENVIRONMENT 

Brukner Nature Center, $994, swoops in to lend a 
hand with the newest project at the Center, the Bat 
Rehabilitation and Education Project.  Specifically, 
this grant prepares the Center for the anticipated 
upswing in need for bat rehabilitation due to the 
White Nose Syndrome that is moving west across 
the United States.  2011 – 2012 was declared by 
the United Nations as the Year of the Bat as a way 
to spread the word about the importance of bats 
and to encourage nations to study and protect bats 
around the world.

Tipp City Parks Department, $2,240.13, adds 
to the shade in Kyle Park with the planting of four 
Chinkapin Oak trees and eight Black Hills Spruce 
trees.  This grant was awarded from the Lucille L. 
Milner Fund, established in 1998 to provide for the 
planting of trees in Tipp City’s urban landscape.



P.O. Box 626   |   Tipp City, Ohio 45771   |   937-667-1270   |   www.tippfoundation.org 1P.O. Box 626   |   Tipp City, Ohio 45371   |   937-667-1270   |   www.tippfoundation.org 5

Slicing the Pie:  Discretionary  
Grants Awarded
Category of Need
Education  $22,317.39  33%

Arts & Culture  $19,370.75  29%

Social Services  $9,908.60  15%

Recreation  $8,039.44  12%

Public Health  $4,300.00  6%

Environment  $3,234.13  5%

  $67,170.31  100%

The Scholars Are:
Jeni Accurso 
Attending Muskingham University 
Lester & Cleon Bowers Family Scholarship

Julia Eastman 
Attending Pennsylvania State University 
Sarah Merritt Memorial Scholarship

Kyle Hamlin 
Attending Grace College 
Lester & Cleon Studebaker Bowers Scholarship

Jeremiah Lawson 
Attending The Ohio State University 
Robert E. Nessle Memorial Scholarship

Greg Lehmkuhl 
Attending The Ohio State University 
Jeanette C. Gaston Memorial Music Scholarship

Jenna Nelson 
Attending Hiram College 
Elizabeth Spano Scholarship

Tricia Seigfried 
Attending Ohio University 
John S. & Louise T. Miller Memorial Scholarship

Caitlin Sexton 
Attending Kettering College of Medical Arts 
David W. Dinsmore Scholarship

Connor Thomas 
Attending Anderson University 
McKee Family Matthew 5:16 Scholarship

Applying for a Grant

An application, guidelines and other helpful infor-
mation are listed to make applying convenient.                     

Remember, the Foundation welcomes grant requests 
from organizations that benefit the Tipp City, Mon-
roe Township, and Bethel Township communities.  

Interested in applying for a grant?  It is now easier than ever!   
Visit www.tippfoundation.org and click on the Grantmaking tab.

To be eligible for a grant, an organization must be 
recognized as tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code, be nondiscriminatory, 
and address needs that are not met fully by existing 
organizational or community resources.

6% 5%

33%

29%

15%

12%
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The daughter of Dr. Claude and Zenna Kemper, she 
was a 1940 graduate of Tippecanoe High School 
and the class of 1944 at Denison University. She 
returned to Tipp City to teach English in the city 
schools.

Jesse Chamberlain remembers working with Mrs. 
Hawley on the foundation board and distribution 
committee beginning in the 1960s. She was foun-
dation president while he served as secretary. 

Saying goodbye  
to one of our own – RUTH HAWLEY
Those who knew Ruth Hawley recall her extensive community service, and point 
to her deep love of her hometown of Tipp City as a special attribute.

Mrs. Hawley, a longtime member of The Tipp City Area Community Foundations 
Board, died May 19, 2012, at age 89.

“I worked with her for years. She worked hard and 
was very interested in the student activities,” Cham-
berlain said, recalling Mrs. Hawley regularly would 
read student letters of thanks for financial support of 
school outings and other activities.

“Ruth was a school teacher, no nonsense. She was 
very nice to work with, was very interested in the 
town and the foundation,” Chamberlain said.

Jackie Wahl, whose father also was a 1940 Tipp 
City alumni, knew Mrs. Hawley most of her life, 
including as a student in her seventh grade English 
class.

“I think most people would use the word ‘lady’ to 
describe Ruth. That is not to say that she didn’t have 
a sense of humor or a caring heart because she 
certainly did!  I mean that she carried herself with 
a dignity that is seldom seen today,” Wahl said.  
“Ruth was on the quiet side and didn’t chatter mind-
lessly.  I loved sitting with her and hearing about her 
childhood in Tipp City.”

Wahl said Mrs. Hawley helped her learn the ropes 
when she joined the foundation as a “green kid of 
32.” She recalled her natural ability to think outside 
the box as the board worked to find a solution to 
at times “thorny” problems. “Her suggestions would 
make so much sense that you would think to yourself 
‘why didn’t I think of that?’” Wahl said.

Mrs. Hawley also supported the Tippecanoe Histori-
cal Society. “She loved the history of our town; after 
all, it is the history and the people that give a town 
its character,” Wahl said. “Ruth felt that the Histori-

cal Society would be able to make a larger impact 
in the community once the mortgage on the museum 
was paid off and the Foundation had a large part 
in making that a reality.”

Wahl said a special attribute Mrs. Hawley brought 
to the community was a love of her hometown. 
“Ruth loved and enjoyed Tipp City through all of the 
changes that occurred in her lifetime,” she said.

Another Tipp City native, Gordon Honeyman knew 
Mrs. Hawley his entire life. Her father, Dr. Kemper, 
was his dentist and he recalled she “grew up on the 
boulevard in Tipp. She was the epitome of the early 
‘40s girl in college.”

He spent a decade serving on the Foundation with 
Mrs. Hawley. “She was very organized, a teacher 
by training, a very competent woman. She was 
such a sweetie,” Honeyman said.

Mrs. Hawley was active in many areas such as 
Zion Lutheran Church, Brukner Nature Center, 
Tippecanoe Civic Club, Tippecanoe Garden Club, 
Souder Memorial Hospital volunteers, American 
Heart Association and Handivan volunteer.

Mrs. Hawley knew the town and all of the ins and 
outs, Honeyman said.  

“I think her biggest attribute was her love of town. 
She went away to school and came back and 
spent her entire life in her hometown. She seemed 
to love it more and more as she got older,” Honey-
man said. “She was a fabulous devotee of Tipp 
City.”
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History and Leadership
Started on August 3, 1943 with a $1,300 gift from Ed Timmer, The Tipp City Foundation 
benefits Tipp City and Monroe Township.  It is a community trust.   In 1999, The Tippeca-
noe Community Foundation was established in corporate form to work in tandem with the 
trust.  This is why the reference to the Foundation is sometimes plural, “Foundations.”

The formation of the second Foundation offers two 
unique advantages.  Its corporate form allows more 
flexibility in accepting, investing, and awarding 
assets than the original trust.  Also, the second Foun-
dation’s charter expanded the mission to include 
Bethel Township, our neighbors to the east.  Both 
advantages give the governing bodies of the joint 
boards more leeway when working with donors 
and grantees.

The Tipp City Foundation’s assets are managed with 
the help and guidance of U.S. Bank.  

In its earliest days, Foundation trustees included Or-
ville Whitmer, Frank Suerdick, Dr. Claude Kemper, 
Helen Timmer (who later added significant assets to 
the trust), and Clayton (Penny) Finch.  In more recent 
times they were followed by Jim Kyle and Gordon 
Honeyman, now Emeritus members.

In 2012, The Tipp City Foundation Distribution 
Committee included Jim Ranft, chair, Heather 
Bailey, Dave Grim, Matt Timmer and Jackie Wahl. 
Members of the companion board (The Tippecanoe 
Community Foundation) included Anita Bowman-
Hamber, Jesse Chamberlain, Joan Creech, Mike 
Lightle, Jim McKee and Marilyn Richards. Together, 
the groups meet quarterly. Each member donates his 
or her time.

Distribution Committee members are appointed by 
various local organizations such as the Tipp City 
Exempted Village School Board, the courts, and 
banking institutions.  Other members are nominated 
from the community at-large. 

Financial Oversight 
Tipp City Area Community Foundations and its funds are component funds of The Troy Foundation.  
Leadership for the TCACF rests in our own community while fiscal oversight is maintained by The 
Troy Foundation.  This partnership allows the Tipp City and Bethel communities to benefit from local 
leadership and profit from resources pooled with others for investment growth.

Members of the  
Foundations shown  
here are Front Row,  
left to right,  
Jesse Chamberlain,  
Jackie Wahl,  
Marilyn Richards and  
Mike Lightle.   
Back Row, left to right,  
Dave Grim,  
Jim McKee,  
Joan Creech,  
Anita Bowman-Hamber, 
Heather Bailey,  
Matt Timmer and  
Jim Ranft.
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What Legacy Will You Leave?
The Legacy Society recognizes donors who have invested in the future of our community 
by naming the Tipp City Area Community Foundations as a beneficiary in their estate 
plans. Unlike a gift received during a donor’s lifetime, a legacy gift is activated upon as-
set transfer after the donor’s death.  Legacies become a donor’s memorial to their favorite 
charitable causes and can work to benefit the community in perpetuity - long after the 
lives of the donors.

BERKS SAY “THANK YOU” 

John and Kay Berk know they made 
the right choice when they decided to 
make Tipp City their home.  

As young educators, they came to the 
community from different areas of the 
state; Kay from North Central Ohio 
and John from the greater Dayton 
area.  John was born in Indiana and 
grew up in the greater Dayton area. 
A graduate of the University of Dayton 
he came to Tipp City in 1959 and 
was employed by LT Ball, superinten-

GILLIS LEGACY REFLECTS VALUE OF 
SELF-SUFFICIENCY

Kelly and Dee Gillis want to offer a 
hand up to others, even after they are 
gone.

They pointed to a Chinese proverb to 
help explain their goal: “Give a man 
a fish and you feed him for a day. 
Teach a man to fish and you feed him 
for a lifetime.”

The following generous people have provided for gifts through their wills, trusts, insurance policies, retirement plan beneficiary 
designations or other planned giving vehicles that will eventually come to the Tipp City Area Community Foundations.

If you are a legacy donor who has not made their future contribution known, and would like to be included in the Legacy Society, 
please let us know.  We want to be sure we have your wishes on record to properly carry them out after your lifetime. For those 
who chose to remain anonymous, we respect your wishes; please know how much we appreciate your generosity.

dent of Schools to teach high school 
social studies.  Kay, a graduate of 
Bowling Green State University, was 
employed by LT Ball in 1963 to teach 
girls physical education and health at 
the junior and senior high school. 

 John and Kay met while teaching in 
Tipp and have been married for 46 
years.  John was employed by the 
schools for 38 years serving in teach-
ing and administrative positions.  Kay 
taught and coached GAA activities 
for a few years and later served as a 
substitute teacher while raising their 
children.  She also was the first coach 
for the girls soccer program. 

The Berks decided to become Legacy 
Donors to the Tipp City Area Commu-
nity Foundations to say thanks to their 
community. 

Part of their estate, at their passing, 
will go to the foundation and be used 
to better the community.  They chose 
this foundation because they believe 
“it uses its funds well” and appropri-
ately within the community. Founda-
tion board members such as Jackie 

The Gillis Family Fund for Self-
Sufficiency will provide support to 
organizations and programs that 
promote people 18 and over getting 
their GEDs or possibly help someone 
learn how to read, Dee Gillis said. 

“In the old days you used to be able 
to leave high school and still make a 
decent living for your family. Now, 
that isn’t so. You can’t get a job 
without a high school education,” Dee 
Gillis said.  “We want to help people 
pick up their life and move on.”

“Dee and I feel pretty fortunate in life. 
We just kept working, going for-
ward,” Kelly Gillis said. 

“Kelly and I both grew up without 
advantages, but were able to make 
a good life. That is much harder to 
do now. We want to pay it forward 
hoping in some way we left this world 
a better place,” Dee Gillis said.

They chose to leave a legacy gift 
through the foundation because of 
their love of Tipp City, their trust in the 

To discuss the Legacy 
Society, please contact  
Jim Ranft, at 667-1270 
or Heather Bailey at  
667-4499. 

To read the full story on 
each Legacy Donor, visit 
our website at:

 www.tippfoundation.org

Wahl have worked hard to improve 
needed services in the schools, com-
munity and coordination of the several 
funds established for specific causes, 
the Berks said. 
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THE HATTAN STORY 

Arthur and Nancy Hattan want to 
make life the best it can be for the 
area’s domestic animals and those 
individuals who rely on four-legged 
friends to improve their quality of life.

With those goals in mind, the Bethel 
Township residents of 35 years have 
established the Arthur J. and Nancy E. 
Hattan Fund with the Tipp City Area 
Community Foundations.

“The intent of the fund is to provide 
funding to those persons or organiza-
tions that are striving to improve the 
conditions that our domestic friends 
are living in. We wish to provide 

MR. TIPPECANOE’S LEGACY  
HONORS HOMETOWN

Gordon Honeyman left Tipp City for 
the big city to attend college and 
work the initial years of a career 
with Merrill Lynch, but the love of his 
hometown brought him back.

The son of the town electrician and 
1957 graduate of Tippecanoe High 
School, Honeyman called Tipp City 
“a wonderful place to grow up.”

“I never regretted coming back,” said 
Honeyman, who has been with Mer-
rill Lynch for 47 years. “It has been a 
pretty good life for me.”

Honeyman served on the first Tipp 
City Restoration and Architec-
tural Board, was involved on various 
downtown project committees and 

was a charter member and serves on 
the board of the Tippecanoe Alumni 
Association. He also has served on 
the board of the Tipp City Area Com-
munity Foundations.

“My gift is completely unrestricted. 
The board can spend it in any way. I 
trust them to do that,” he said. 

He noted the principal will remain 
while the foundation has access to 
the interest. “My purpose for the fund 
is whatever they like at the moment. It 
could be for beautification, a scholar-
ship, or whatever the need. I trust 
them completely.”

His involvement on the foundation 
board gave him a clear view of what 
the organization does for the com-
munity. He liked what he saw.

“I see what good they do. I love the 
idea of the money continuing to work 
for the community,” Honeyman said.

“I was talking with someone who said 
they are sure glad they live in Tipp. 
I think Tipp City is the best. We all 
love our town in many different ways, 
but that doesn’t mean we love it any 
less,” he said. “Love of town, in the 
end, wins out.”

foundation as an organization and 
low administration fees.

“We have a lot of faith in the founda-
tion doing the right thing,” Kelly Gillis 
said.

Dee Gillis agreed. “The foundation 
board is volunteers. They are all 
people in the community. You feel 
safe,” she said. “Where else could 
you put your money that it would be 
a legacy, ongoing long after you are 
gone?”

funding to prevent the unnecessary 
euthanasia of domestic animals,” the 
Hattans said. “We hope to provide 
financial support to those who are 
pursuing advanced education in the 
various fields of veterinary science so 
that they may pursue careers.”

In addition, the couple wants to assist 
with the cost of providing service 
and/or therapy animals to those 
needing the helping hand to improve 
their quality of life.

They have been blessed with the 
company of animals including dogs 
and cats as well as their horses. Their 
dog companions have been both 
purchased and rescued and their cats 
are cats, the couple said. “We aren’t 
sure anyone ever really owns a cat. 
They have resided here if it was to 
their liking,” they said.

“Considering the unconditional love 
that these animals have bestowed 
upon us for all these years, it seems 
the least we can do is provide some 
payback by paying it forward. If we 
can help mankind by teaming them 
up with the right animal companion, 
all the better,” the Hattans said.

The couple chose to set up a Legacy 
Donor fund through the Tipp City 
Area Community Foundations to help 
those around them and in the local 
community.

“This is as close to a home as either 
of us know. There are global, na-
tional, statewide, etc., foundations,” 
the Hattans said. “They are well 
deserving. However, we want to keep 
our fund closer to the vest.”

New! 
Donate Online To Any Fund By Visiting 
Our Newly Updated Website: 
www.tippfoundation.org
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KYLE LEGACY ADDRESSES CHANG-
ING NEEDS

After seeing the good that comes 
from grants awarded by the Tipp City 
Area Community Foundations, Jim 
and June Kyle decided they’d like to 
see part of their estate help provide 
future project dollars.

Jim Kyle, who served on the Founda-
tion distribution committee for a dozen 
years, said the Distribution Committee 
would hear requests for an array of 
worthy projects. Many couldn’t be 
funded or could only be funded in 
part due to the amount of funds avail-
able, he said.

“With the growth of funds (in the Foun-
dation coffers), there will be more op-
portunities to be met,” Jim Kyle said.

MCKEE FAMILY LEGACY APPLAUDS 
SERVICE TO OTHERS

Jim and Cheryl McKee and family 
want to make a difference in the lives 
of college-bound students who share 
a strong work ethic and Christian 
values as evidenced by service to 
others.

The McKee Family Matthew 5:16 
Scholarship Fund in 2012 awarded 
its first scholarship to a graduating 
Tipp City schools senior.

Cheryl (Dorsey) McKee is a Tipp 
City native, Tippecanoe High School 
graduate and holds a bachelor’s 
degree in education from The Ohio 
State University and a master’s in edu-
cation from The University of Dayton.   
She taught for nine years in the Tipp 
City schools before staying home to 
raise their children.

The Jim and June Kyle Family Fund 
is an unrestricted fund, allowing the 
distribution committee to determine the 
best use of its available dollars.

The Kyles decided to establish the 
fund through the Tipp City foundation 
because the money distributed goes 
to the Tipp City and Bethel communi-
ties. “We love the purpose, and the 
community of Tipp City,” Jim Kyle 
said.

Jim Kyle has lived in Tipp City all of 
his life. June has, too, except for the 
first six months of her life before her 
family moved to town from Indiana.

They attended the Tipp City schools 
together and have been married 52 
years.

The Kyles have four children: Jennifer 
Peters, Thom Grim, Dave Grim and 
Kate Johnsen. They also have 12 
grandchildren and nine great-grand-
children. Dave Grim now serves on 
the Foundation distribution committee. 
Jim Kyle said he found his Foundation 
service “very fulfilling.”

Their love of Tipp City covers the 
people and the overall community, the 
Kyles said. 

“It’s people willing to work together 
and do things,” Jim Kyle said.

Jim McKee, a Newark, Ohio, native, 
holds bachelor’s degrees with a dou-
ble major in Economics and Finance 
from The University of Dayton, worked 
at NCR and received a master’s from 
UD. He taught at Capital University 
for 16 years before establishing an 
investment advisory business in 2001.

The McKees are active at the Chris-
tian Life Center. Jim is a past member 
of the Tipp City Schools Board of 
Education where he was instrumental 
in starting the Tipp Educational En-
dowment, which currently has assets 
in excess of $300,000.  

As Legacy Donors, the McKees will 
add to the scholarship fund after their 
passing. The scholarship is awarded 
to a student with a 2.5 to 3.5 GPA 
who meets the McKees’ other criteria.

The McKees involved their children in 
long-term management of the fund to 
emphasize to them the importance of 
giving to others.

“We chose the Tipp Foundation to re-
ceive this legacy gift because we trust 
the people who manage the Founda-
tion.  The Foundation’s willingness 
to work with us on the design and 
implementation of the scholarship fund 
was extraordinary,” the McKees said.

To read the full story on 
each Legacy Donor, visit 
our website at:

 www.tippfoundation.org

New! 
Donate Online To Any  
Fund By Visiting Our  
Newly Updated Website: 
www.tippfoundation.org
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“PAINT” IT FORWARD

Husband and wife team Frank 
Scenna and Heather Bailey want to 
leave behind a better looking Tipp 
City downtown area. To make sure 
that happens, they’ve agreed to 
“paint forward” by creating the Team 
Scenna Fund for Building Restoration.

Established through the Tipp City Area 
Community Foundations, the Team 
Scenna Fund for Building Restoration 
made its first grant award in 2013.

The seed for Team Scenna’s fund 
was planted several years ago when 
Scenna visited town and saw build-
ings in need of paint, half painted or 
pining for other exterior attention.

“Something had to be done about 
that. I asked later, ‘How can I help?’” 
he said. 

The answer came as he and Bailey 
were discussing estate planning on 
a morning walk. “We said, ‘OK, we 
have our family taken care of, now 
what are we going to do to take care 
of our community through our estate 
plan?” Bailey recalled.

It didn’t take Scenna long to land on 
the concept for their fund.

Money now is available in the fund 
for building exterior project grants and 
more will head to the fund after each 
passes away. 

TRADITION OF GIVING BACK 
PASSES TO NEXT GENERATION

The Bob and Jackie Wahl family 
will continue a lifetime of community 
involvement through the Wahl Family 
Fund, a donor advised fund with the 
Tipp City Area Community Founda-
tions.

The fund will support the Tipp City 
Public Library, the Tipp City Dog Park 
in Kyle Park and the STEAM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and 
Math) Boosters through the Tipp City 
schools.

The Tipp City Area Community 
Foundations was a natural vehicle to 
carry out their plan. Bailey serves on 
the foundation board and is one of its 
biggest advocates.

“There wasn’t a choice,” Scenna said 
with a laugh.

“As people with a dream to make 
your community better, we get to 
determine the fun stuff like the what, 
and the why.  Details of the technical 
stuff like process and legal issues are 
handled in the backroom by the foun-
dation. This lets us enjoy philanthropy 
more,” Bailey said.

Each beneficiary has a special place 
in the hearts of the Wahl family: Bob, 
Jackie and daughters, Annie Caudill 
and Katie Wahl.

The fund was set up in response to 
Bob Wahl’s desire to continue the 
family’s community involvement. “Our 
fund is donor advised so, when it is 
large enough to approve grants, our 
daughters will act as the advisers,” 
he said.

The family sees the Tipp City founda-
tion as the perfect vehicle to handle 
their fund. 

“It is a perfect fit since we want to 
see the Foundation grow,” Bob Wahl 
said. “Years from now, after our 
daughters pass, the fund will revert 
to the Tipp City Area Community 
Foundations’ general fund so it will 
continue to support projects in our 
community.”

Bob Wahl is the son of Betty and the 
late Richard Wahl. He has one sister. 
The family moved from Pleasant Hill 
to Tipp City when Bob was in the fifth 
grade. He is employed as vice presi-
dent at Advanced Companies.

Jackie Wahl, a Tipp City native, is 
the daughter of Marjorie and the late 
Richard Wells. Long active in the com-
munity, Jackie has served on the Tipp 
City Area Community Foundations 
board since 1986. She also is cur-
rently involved with Tipp Monroe Opti-
mists Club, the Tippecanoe Historical 
Society and Tippecanoe Alumni.

In addition to their two daughters, the 
Wahl family includes three grandchil-
dren.
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Donors

A
Dr. & Mrs. Fayez D. Abboud 
Kathleen Alexander
Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Allen 
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Michael L. Anticoli
Mr. & Mrs. Frank W. Ares
 Jim & Daina Arnett
Mr. & Mrs. Glen D. Ash
Automated Packaging Systems

B
Barbara Jo Bailey
Warren & Debbie Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Banks
Senator & Mrs. Bill Beagle
John & Kay Berk
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth M. Betz
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Bollinger
Abby C. Bowling
Bradford-Connelly & Glickler Funeral 
Home
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick M. Bresnahan
Debra A. Bringman
Broadway Hair Studio & Company
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Brownlee
Sarah L. Burton & Brenda L. Price

Donors drive the success of the Foundations.  Gifts large and small each build on the endow-
ments that provide grants (See pages 1 through 5).  The Board gratefully acknowledges the 
following donors who made contributions.  Though every attempt was made to assure the ac-
curacy of this list, we apologize for any omissions or errors that may have been made.

C
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent E. Caldwell
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick D. Carus
O. Jesse Chamberlain
Mr. & Mrs. David S. Cobb
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Cochran
Tracy Collett
Heidi L. Coppock
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Cost
Jim & Becky Coughlin
Mr. & Mrs. Philip G. Cox
Tom & Joan Creech
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley K. Crow
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent A. Curll, Jr.

D
Geneva L. Day
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Deam
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Dehass
Regina Dixon & Pam Green
Mr. & Mrs. Scott J. Dixon
Mr. & Mrs. Scott T. Druley
Danny & Sandra Dunham
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Dysinger

E
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald B. Eberly
Mr. & Mrs. Philip C. Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. David G. Engelbert
Mr. & Mrs. Scott W. Etherington
Stanley A. Evans
Larry & Sonia Ewald

F
Col. Ret. & Mrs. C. S. Fabrigar, M.D.
Amanda Fang
McKay & Diana Featherstone
Freda F. Ferguson
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne O. Fischbach
Mr. & Mrs. Mark A. Fischer
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Flock
Albert Franton

G
Mr. & Mrs. Terry L. Gaston
Michael L. Gerlaugh
Kelly & Dee Gillis
Russ & Kathy Gilmore
Mr. & Mrs. David Glaser
Mr. & Mrs. Terry D. Glaze
Mr. & Mrs. Brian J. Gootzeit
Dave & Kelly Grim
Thom & Nina Grim

H
Hugh & Peg Hadden
David R. Hamber & Anita Bowman-
Hamber
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Hamberg
Lisa Hanauer & Sue Spiegel
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Hawkins
Melissa R. Hawley
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Hazel
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis L. Heffner
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony H. Heinl
Glenn E. Hill
Dr. Patrick B. Hodges
Gordon H. Honeyman
Scott & Sarah Hoover
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Horney
Mr. & Mrs. Brent M. Hughes
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey A. Hughes
Sheffield Hyde

J
Mike & Karen Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. Kelly L. Joseph

K
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Keller
Elizabeth J. Kiser
Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Klein
David A. Koch, O.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Brad M. Kremer
Mr. & Mrs. Webster M. Krise, Jr.
Dr. John P. Kronour
Mr. & Dr. Joseph B. Kumpf

L
Mr. & Mrs. Lee O. Lampert
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick D. Langley
Richard Lapedes & Maureen Lynch
Mr. & Mrs. Steven L. Lehmkuhl
Mike & Susan Lightle
Mr. & Mrs. Wilfert O. Long
Luken Interiors

M
Tom Maher
Mr. & Mrs. Marc A. Manes
Michael K. McCaffrey & Vonda M. 
Alberson
Mr. & Mrs. Noel McGinnis
Lesley S. McGuigan
Jim & Cheryl McKee
Patrick McKee
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce W. McKenzie
Tom McManus
Dr.  John S. Miller

New! 
Donate Online To Any  
Fund By Visiting Our  
Newly Updated Website: 
www.tippfoundation.org
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Mr. & Mrs. Maurice A. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffery L. Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Moran
Wendell E. Morgan
Mr. & Mrs. Kirk Morrison
Mr. & Mrs. Roger L. Moubray

N
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Nicholson

O
Jim & Naomi Jane Ewald Orme

P
Mary C. Pearson
Mr. & Mrs. David N. Pinkerton
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Porto
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Prall
Dolores H. Purvis
Dr. & Mrs. Michael S. Puthoff

R
Jim & Noel Ranft
Ron & Sue Ann Re
Norma Reineke
Reliable Contractors, Inc.
Kimberly A. Riebe
Kay E. Rohrbach
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Rowland
Royal Crest Marketing & Manage-
ment Services, Inc.
Jan G. Rudd

S
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Safreed
Doug & Teri Saul
Frank Scenna & Heather Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Schairbaum
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel R. Schall
Mr. & Mrs. Peter O. Schinaman
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney A. Sheets, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Shepard
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Shirley
Patricia M. Singer
Carol Siyahi Hicks

Mr. & Mrs. Charles C. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Southers
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel L. Spano
Rex & Molly Spencer
David & Doris Studebaker
Terry & Elizabeth Studebaker
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Sutton
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Sweet

T
Brenda J. Taulbee
Phyllis E. Thomas
Peter Thornburgh & Carmela Mauro
Mr. & Mrs. George C. Timmer
Matt & Claire Timmer
Tipp Eye Center
Tippecanoe Class of 1957
Tippecanoe Middle School

U
UBS Financial Services, Inc.

V
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Vanderhorst
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Vath

W
Bob & Jackie Wahl
Katrina L. Wahl
Mr. & Mrs. Michael W. Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Edward C. Wampler
Betty Warwick
Cynthia K. Watson
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Westcott
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Wharton
Steve Wharton
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald E. White
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Whited
Phyllis D. Wilmer
Mr. & Mrs. Mark O. Wogoman

XYZ
Nancy G. Yarger

Contr ibut ions were received in Memor y or Honor of the 
fol lowing individuals:
All Military Veterans 

Heather Bailey

John Beckelhimer

William Berk

Kenneth & Fairy Bowman

Carolyn Bruckert

Eloise Chrisman

Ellen Cotterman

Harvey Creech

June Fisher

Bill Gallagher

Jeanette Gaston

Ruth Hawley

August Henke

Gene Houdeshell

William Kendig

Amy Kronour

Marie Kuntz

Jim & June Kyle

Kitty Lobo

Kelly Lorms

Jim McKee

Sarah Merritt

John & Louise Miller

Lucille Morgan

Rob Nessle

Kent Poince

Woodrow & Mary Radle

Elizabeth Spano

Bob Wahl

Har vey Creech
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Lester & Cleon Bowers Family Scholarship Fund – 
2010 ($22,293.73) This fund honors the Bowers 
family and their commitment to the Miami East 
community through a scholarship fund. Graduating 
Vikings, who demonstrate that they have put forth 
their best effort academically, while demonstrating a 
high degree of personal integrity and commitment to 
community service, are eligible for this award.  

Lester & Cleon Studebaker Bowers  
Scholarship Fund – 2000 ($7,252.68) This fund 
will salute excellence by awarding scholarships to 
Bethel High School graduates pursuing a degree in 
agriculture, dietary science, education, or child-
hood development. It was established by the Bow-
ers’ children in honor of their parents’ 50th wedding 
anniversary.

What is a Fund?
A fund is the basic building block of a community foundation.  Funds are named for their pur-
poses, for their donors, or as memorials, and most of the funds operate as perpetual endowments, 
distributing only their net income in the form of grants.  Others distribute principal, either at spe-
cific times set forth at the fund’s creation or at the suggestion of the fund’s advisors.  Almost any 
charitable purpose can be served through a fund.
Individuals and organizations have created the 
funds described in this report.  They represent the 
growing history of the Tipp City Area Community 
Foundations, which began in 1943 and exemplify 
our donors’ commitment to society and to commu-
nity philanthropy.  The funds will continue to give, in 
the donors’ names, for generations to come.  

Any individual, organization, or business may con-
tribute to these endowment funds.  By contributing to 
an existing fund, a gift will join others for maximum 
charitable benefit.

All 26 funds are listed with unaudited market values as of  
December 31, 2012. Together they total $2,601,239.34.

New! 
Donate Online To Any  
Fund By Visiting Our  
Newly Updated Website: 
www.tippfoundation.org

Donors who establish an endowment fund make a commitment to bring the fund to 
at least $25,000, which can be accomplished over time.  Endowment funds can 
serve a wide variety of charitable causes – arts & culture, education, environmental, 
public health, recreation or social services.  They can assist charities in Tipp City, 
Bethel and Monroe Townships, and beyond.
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David W. Dinsmore Scholarship Fund – 1999 
($9,509.63) In tribute to this 1934 graduate of 
Bethel High School and past president of the Bethel 
School Board, this fund will award scholarships 
to Bethel High School graduates and to students 
completing their studies at Miami Valley Career 
Technology Center.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Downtown Tipp City Partnership Fund – 2012 
($2,475.71) Leaders of the Partnership will use 
this fund to provide funding necessary to promote, 
energize and preserve the historical downtown 
Tipp City District and its relationship to the outlying 
community. 

Jeanette C. Gaston Memorial Music Scholarship 
Fund – 1992 ($27,742.69) Tippecanoe High 
School seniors who have participated in the Tipp 
City Band and have demonstrated leadership skills 
and academic aptitude are eligible for this annual 
award established in memory of Jeanette Gaston. 
Miss Gaston died in a car accident in 1991 while 
a freshman at Ball State University, where she 
played the trombone in the band and was majoring 
in engineering and physics.

Gillis Family Fund for Self-Sufficiency – 2012 
($1,000.00) Founded by Kelly and Dee Gillis, who 
believe in the proverb, “Give a man to fish and he 
will eat for a day, teach a man to fish and he will 
eat for a lifetime.”  Grants support activities that 
help adults reach self-sufficiency through programs 
such as preparation for high school equivalency 
certificates (GED) or adult literacy training.

August Henke Fund – 1950 ($33,808.70) 
Emma Henke Warner, daughter of August Henke, 
established this fund to provide comfort and support 
for needy and aged men.  A native of Germany, 
August Henke was considered the oldest living 
resident in Tippecanoe when he died in 1923 at 
the age of 92. 

William H. Kendig Fund – 1957 ($1,249.35) 
Youth in Tipp City benefit from awards made from 
this fund. William and Loletha Kendig, who lived 
for a short time in a home at Plum and Third Streets, 
had no children of their own.

Amy Kronour  
Scholarship Fund – 2012 ($17,318.82) Remem-
bers this teacher of special needs children. Students 
receiving this award will pursue careers in working 
with special needs or under privileged people.  

Jim & June Kyle 
Family Fund   
- 2001 
($19,153.79) 
As a trustee of the 
Foundation’s grant 
distribution commit-
tee, Jim Kyle saw 
first-hand the posi-
tive impact that 
grants can have 
on our community. 
For this reason, 
trustee emeritus 

Jim Kyle and his wife, June, created this unrestricted 
fund to support charitable and cultural endeavors for 
the citizens of Bethel and Monroe Townships.
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Sarah Merritt Memorial Scholarship Fund – 2010 
($11,197.17) This fund honors the memory of 
Sarah Merritt by awarding scholarships to gradu-
ating Tippecanoe High School senior women  
athletes. Eligible students are those planning to 
attend a four-year college and demonstrate personal 
characteristics of Sarah, including the high energy, 
desire dedication and determination to succeed.

John S. & Louise T. Miller Memorial Scholarship 
Fund – 1999 ($15,811.85) This fund honors this 
Bethel Township farming family by providing college 
scholarships to graduates of Bethel High School 
in Miami County.  Four generations of the Miller 
family have attended Bethel Township schools.  John 
Cable Miller class of 1932; John Adam Miller class 
of 1956; John Stewart Miller class of 1979; and 
John Caleb Miller class of 2011.

Lucille L. Milner 
Fund - 1998 
($68,730.99) For 
over 70 years, Mrs. 
Milner enjoyed the 
beauty, shade, fra-
grance, and texture 
added to Tipp City’s 
parks and streets by 
its urban forest. Her 
desire to help ensure 

the same beauty for future generations led her to 
establish this fund, which provides for the purchase 
of trees for planting in the parks and along the 
streets. Plantings are coordinated by Tipp City and 
its Park Board.  

Warren G. Miltenberger Fund – 2008 
($60,368.59) Supports the out-of-doors that War-
ren held dear through the acquisition, upkeep, 
maintenance, and preservation of public parkland 
or other natural areas.

Robert E. Nessle Memorial Scholarship Fund – 
1994 ($20,492.20) This fund establishes an 
award for Bethel High School graduates attend-
ing Miami University or The Ohio State University 
and celebrates the diverse life that Rob Nessle led 
before his death. Rob was valedictorian at Bethel 
High School, a summa cum laude graduate of 
Miami University and a doctoral candidate in New 
York University’s economics program.

Katherine G. Lobo Memorial Scholarship Fund – 
2012 ($5,156.82) A talented Communications 
Coordinator of the Tippecanoe School System, 
Kitty’s presence in the schools helped to forge and 
promote the district’s reputation for excellence. Her 
ready smile and gentle approach were familiar 
and comforting to students, teachers, and parents 
alike -- and her gift with the written word was both 
impressive and inspiring.

 McKee Family Matthew 5:16 Scholarship Fund 
–2012 ($4,654.26) Reflecting the ideals impor-
tant to Jim and Cheryl McKee and their family, this 
award is given annually to a student who demon-
strates leadership and Christian values as evidenced 
by service to others.   

New! 
Donate Online To Any  
Fund By Visiting 
Our Newly Updated Website: 
www.tippfoundation.org
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Radle Family Fund for Science Education – 2007 
($23,701.35) This fund provides assistance with 
science and conservation activities for the Bethel 
Local Schools, which could include scholarships for 
students or faculty, materials in the science class-
room, or student-initiated projects within the commu-
nity.  Woodrow “Woody” and Mary Radle called 
Bethel Township “home” since 1946; it is here that 
they raised their two children.

Elizabeth Spano Scholarship Fund – 2001 
($27,589.30) This fund will ensure that the memory 
of this 10-year-old girl will endure. Beginning in 
2009, the fund awarded scholarships to graduating 
Tippecanoe High School young women, who have 
been active in cheerleading, basketball, or softball, 
all activities that Elizabeth Spano enjoyed in her 
short lifetime.

Team Scenna Fund for Building Restoration – 2009 
($38,598.16) An architectural mix adds to the 
streetscape enjoyed by Heather Bailey and Frank 
Scenna on their early morning downtown walks.  
This fund has been created to help maintain that 
charm.  Grant awards support the exterior mainte-
nance and upkeep of properties in and around a 
close proximity of Tipp City’s historical downtown 
district.  (Shown here with the junior member of 
Team Scenna, Quentin Studebaker Hoffmann.)

Tipp City Area United Fund Endowment – 2001 
($36,407.66) This fund will help encourage com-
munity-wide health and human services assistance in 
Monroe and Bethel Townships. The focus of support 
will be on education, counseling, character-building 
activities, and emergency aid. 

Tipp City Foundation Fund – 1943 
($1,594,581.96) This fund was created to support 
charitable endeavors benefiting the citizens of Tipp 
City. Originally established through a $1,300 gift 
from Ed Timmer, owner of Miami County Lumber, 
it was later added to significantly by his daughter, 
Helen Timmer.  Other estate gifts have come from 
William H. and Loletha Kendig.  

 

Tipp City Public Library, Inc., Fund – 2010 
($2,763.32) The purpose of this Fund is to provide 
funding necessary for the on-going services of the 
Tipp City Public Library, including the purchase of 
books, magazines and collections, the purchase of 
equipment and the funding of capital projects. 

Tippecanoe Community Foundation Fund - 1999 
($231,469.71) The mission of this fund is to sup-
port charitable and cultural endeavors to improve 
and maintain the quality of life in the communities 
of Bethel and Monroe Townships. In 2009, it was 
added to with a gift from the Kessler Family Remain-
der Trust, remembering Robert and Lois Kessler. 

Tippecanoe Educational 
Endowment Fund - 1999 
($317,760.90) This fund 
was established by the Tipp 
City Board of Education to 
support enrichment pro-
grams that are not otherwise 
funded through tax dollars in 
its schools. In 2009, it was 

added to significantly with a gift from the Kessler 
Family Remainder Trust, remembering Robert and 
Lois Kessler.

Wahl Family Fund – 2012 ($150.00) Community 
involvement has been a staple of life for Bob and 
Jackie Wahl.  The tradition now carries forward to 
the next generation with the creation of this donor 
advised fund.  With an emphasis on supporting the 
Tipp City Public Library, the Bark Park located in the 
Kyle Park and STEAM, daughters Katie and Annie 
will award grants annually in their family’s name.

New! 
Donate Online To Any  
Fund By Visiting 
Our Newly Updated Website: 
www.tippfoundation.org



c/o The Troy Foundation 
216 West Franklin Street 
Troy, Ohio 45373

The Foundation is not a stale, dusty object stored in 
a bank or on a shelf. It is a lively, energetic force that 
plays a vital role in making our community a wee bit 
better each day.  

Its vibrancy comes from the people who step up  
to say “Yes” to Tipp City.  Behind each person is a 
personal story of passion, sentiment and inspiration. 
Each story is as unique as the person telling it.   
Their stories begin on Page 10. Read them in  
their entirety at www.tippfoundation.org.  

Is it personal for you, too? Are you ready to step 
forward and join the dynamic group of people who  
have said “Yes,” and to establish a Fund to address  
the changing needs in Tipp City?  If you are, please 
contact Jim Ranft at 667-1270 or Heather Bailey  
at 667-4499. 

Tipp City Area Community Foundations
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